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Text: Gal 1:2 “To the churches of Galatia:”
Intro: Notice the introductory words of v. 2; Galatia is not a city but a region. People of
the region were Celtic (originating in the British Isles, especially Ireland), who migrated
to this area because of conflict with the Romans in their homeland. They were also
known as Gauls. Galatia contained the cities of Pisidian Antioch, Iconium, Lystra, and
Derbe.
The main issue in Galatia, Jewish believers from Jerusalem—frequently called
Judaizers—moved into the Galatian churches and through legalism stole the people’s
freedom in Christ. They denied Paul’s message that salvation was through grace by
simple faith in Christ. Their message is reflected in Acts 15:1 “…“Unless you are
circumcised according to the custom of Moses, you cannot be saved.” The Cross of Jesus
was not enough. Many submitted to circumcision and other Old Testament laws to gain
salvation. The book of Galatians is a six chapter defense of grace. Martin Luther
compared the book of Galatians to his love for his wife. He wrote “The epistle to the
Galatians is my epistle. To it I am, as it were, in wedlock. It is my Katherine.”
—Paul’s Introduction (vv. 1-5)
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—Because the Judaizers were calling into question Paul’s apostleship, he opens
this letter with the source of his call.
—Gal. 1:1 “Paul, an apostle (not from men nor through man, but through
Jesus Christ and God the Father who raised Him from the dead).”
—Paul claimed that his apostleship came to him directly from and
through God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ in his experience on
the Damascus road.
—His call is recorded in—Acts 9; on his way to arrest and murder
believers in Christ he was blinded by the sudden appearance of
Jesus (Acts 9:3-6) Paul is led to Damascus to “a certain disciple at
Damascus named Ananias” (Acts 9:10).
—Ananias is told to go to Saul/Paul and pray for him; he protest
but the Lord tells him—Acts 9:15–16 “Go, for he is a chosen
vessel of Mine to bear My name before Gentiles, kings, and the
children of Israel. For I will show him how many things he must
suffer for My name’s sake.”
—Notice in the listing Gentiles are first, which puts emphasis on
the people group of primary responsibility for Paul.
—Without any fanfare Paul cuts to the chase—Gal. 1:6 “I marvel that you are
turning away so soon from Him who called you in the grace of Christ, to a
different gospel.”
—The mixing of law with the gospel is a distortion of truth.
—He goes on to address the problem—Gal. 1:7 “which is not another;
but there are some who trouble you and want to pervert the gospel of
Christ.”
—There is no room for any other version of the Gospel—Gal. 1:8 “But
even if we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel to you than
what we have preached to you, let him be accursed.” (Repeated in v. 9).
—The word “accursed” (ἀνάθεµα anathema) is very strong, reserved for
those deserving of eternal destruction in hell.
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—The True Source of the Gospel—Gal. 1:11 “But I make known to you, brethren, that
the gospel which was preached by me is not according to man.”
—That statement is directed against the Judaizers, who received their religious
instruction primarily from rabbinic tradition by means of rote memorization.
—Rather than studying the Scriptures directly, most Jews-religious leaders and
laymen alike-looked to human interpretations of Scripture as their religious
authority and guide.
—The Law so revered by the Jews, is diluted by the traditions passed down over
centuries.
—Jesus said—“…you have made the commandment of God of no effect
by your tradition.” (Matt. 15:6)
—The word “tradition” is from the Greek word παράδοσις paradosis the
content of traditional instruction.
—The Jews challenged Jesus as to why His disciples did not follow the
“traditions”—Matt. 15:2 “Why do Your disciples transgress the tradition
of the elders? For they do not wash their hands when they eat bread.”
—Gal. 1:11 tells us that the Gospel “is not according to man.”
—2Pet. 1:21 “for prophecy never came by the will of man, but holy men
of God spoke as they were moved by the Holy Spirit.”
—This verse applies directly to the Old Testament, but without question it
is also applied to the New Testament—Peter writes 2 Peter 1:16–18 “For
we did not follow cunningly devised fables when we made known to you
the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but were eyewitnesses of
His majesty. For He received from God the Father honor and glory when
such a voice came to Him from the Excellent Glory “This is My beloved
Son, in whom I am well pleased.” And we heard this voice which came
from heaven when we were with Him on the holy mountain.”
—Paul writes—Gal. 1:12 “For I neither received it from man, nor was I taught it,
but it came through the revelation of Jesus Christ.”
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—Paul assures us that his knowledge of the Gospel did not come from
any man; after his conversion he received the Gospel directly from Jesus.
—Gal. 1:16–17 “I did not immediately confer with flesh and blood, nor
did I go up to Jerusalem to those who were apostles before me”
—Paul says “I went to Arabia” (Gal. 1:17); Paul went to Jesus’ Bible
College.
—It must be in the time in Arabia the Lord gives Paul a deeper
revelation of the truth of the Gospel; he goes to a place where it is
no possible for human instruction in the Gospel—Paul does not
say how long he was in Arabia!
—Following his time in Arabia he “returned again to Damascus.” Gal.
1:17; and spent three years in Damascus—Gal. 1:18 “Then after three
years I went up to Jerusalem…”
—Luke records—Acts 9:20 “Immediately he (Paul) preached the Christ
in the synagogues, that He is the Son of God. “
—The Jews of Damascus plot to kill Paul—Acts 9:23-25 “Now after
many days were past, the Jews plotted to kill him. But their plot became
known to Saul. And they watched the gates day and night, to kill him.
Then the disciples took him by night and let him down through the wall in
a large basket.”
—From Damascus Paul went to Jerusalem—Acts 9:26 “And when Saul
had come to Jerusalem, he tried to join the disciples; but they were all
afraid of him, and did not believe that he was a disciple.”
—In Jerusalem, Paul’s bold preaching again incites a plot to kill him—
Acts 9:29 “And he spoke boldly in the name of the Lord Jesus and
disputed against the Hellenists, but they attempted to kill him.”
—The point of this history makes clear that the Apostles and believers in
Jerusalem recognize Paul’s full revelation regarding Jesus—Gal. 1:24
“And they glorified God in me.”
—John 20:31 “but these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ,
the Son of God, and that believing you may have life in His name.”
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